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Supporting the

arts, locally.

BMO 9

We're here to help:

At BMO, we take pride in our local
communities. That’s why, each
year, through various donations and
sponsorships we are committed to
providing our support.

We're proud to be Tapestry Opera’s
2017/2018 season sponsor.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

The journey for this opera started with a word and frustration over a Trump
travel ban. Afarin, the composer, had approached me about a number of
projects and as we sat down to talk through them, the word forbidden came
up. Apparently, it is still forbidden for women to sing in public in Iran. The
word was so deep and provocative that it took over our conversation. At the
same time, Trump was on a travel ban rant and, in response, we had been
considering producing a show from performers with backgrounds from
“banned” countries as a small way to counter the destructive forces of his
racist rhetoric. Forbidden immediately felt like the right start for a Tap:Ex
show and quickly the idea for integrating rap/spoken word, a genre with a
great empowerment and social justice history, became the natural way
forward. Donna-Michelle St. Bernard, a LIBLAB graduate and celebrated
playwright who is also a powerful rapper and spoken word artist, met Afarin
and the rest is here for you to see today.

Michael Hidetoshi Mori, Director & General Director
Tapestry Opera

FROM THE CREATORS

Inside each of us is a small child who finds it irksome to be forbidden
anything, who sees things in absolutes, who is outraged by the word "no”, but
equally driven to do right, to please and to be liked.

It is often in the absolutes that abuses of authority occur. Increasingly, those
we expect to embody moral authority discredit themselves with egregious
transgressions, and unquestioning loyalty is an abdication. We have the
power to evolve our ethical inheritance, to topple corrupt structures that
cynically exploit, to resist our fear.

Exploring the forbidden compels us to closely consider power, punishment,
oppression, as well as goodness, forgiveness and compassion. We are drawn
to the idea of the Creator in us all, and to the idea that to be created in
God's image is to be created with the capacity to create. With this work we
embrace the sacred in ourselves, and in you.

Afarin Mansouri, Composer & Donna-Michelle St. Bernard, Librettist
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SYNOPSIS

A child receiving spiritual instruction commits an inadvertent transgression
and is punished with isolation and rote repetition. A stranger enters,
encouraging the child to question the authority of her instructor by
revealing the cruel realities of this world.

. With His Eyes: an interrogator objectifies then violates his
female prisoner, a journalist.

. Stay Still, Forever: a penitent, having undergone conversion
therapy, assures his priest that their mutual attraction is no sin.

. Book’s Lament: censored, burned and banned books are given
voice.

. White Key: a child terrorist considers the promise of heavenly
reward.

. Playground Rules: a woman reporting her rape is arrested for
violating alcohol prohibition.

. With His Serenity: an agent of the state surveils a

“subversive” faith practitioner.

The stranger argues that the world’s rules, laws and norms only serve to
empower people to punish and abuse others. He concludes that selfishness,
anarchy and sinfulness are the only sensible systems to abide by. As the
child explores various authoritative texts, she learns the stranger’s name:
Iblis; Lucifer, the fallen angel. The child sees the sad irony that rules
intended to protect society can often cause harm. She struggles to define

her own beliefs against Lucifer’s challenging proposition.

“Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our deepest fear is that
we are powerful beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness that most
frightens us. We ask ourselves, Who am | to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented,
fabulous? Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of God. Your
playing small does not serve the world. There is nothing enlightened about
shrinking so that other people won't feel insecure around you. We are all
meant to shine, as children do. We were born to make manifest the glory of
God that is within us. It’s not just in some of us; it’s in everyone. And as we
let our own light shine, we unconsciously give other people permission to do
the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, our presence automatically
liberates others.” - Marianne Williamson
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BIOGRAPHIES

Neema Bickersteth - Child

Neema Bickersteth was born and raised in Alberta
to a family from Sierra Leone, and is now based in
Toronto. Bickersteth is a Canadian soprano known
for her skills as a singer, an actor and a maker of
multi-disciplinary performance. She has performed
many operatic roles in both Canada and Europe,
including Pamina from Mozart’s Die Zauberflote, the
title role of Léhar’s The Merry Widow and the soprano
lead in Dark Star Requiem for the Luminato Festival
and Tapestry Opera. Outside of opera, Neema has
been honoured to perform for the XIVth Dalai Lama,
Shirin Ebadi and the Archbishop Desmond Tutu. She has received both Bachelor
and Master of Music degrees (Opera) from the University of British Columbia and
has been nominated for two Dora Mavor Moore awards for Outstanding
Performance in Musical Theatre.

Shirin Eskandani - The woman & various

Hailed by Opera Today for her “pleasing and

pliant voice” Iranian Canadian mezzo soprano, Shirin
Eskandani, recently made her Metropolitan Opera
stage debut as Mercedes in Carmen. She is the
recipient of several prestigious awards including first
place at the Gerda Lissner Foundation Vocal
Competition and fourth place at the Licia
Albanese-Puccini Competition. Her recent career
highlights include singing Dorabella in Cosi fan Tutte,
the Mezzo Soloist in the Verdi Requiem, Angelina

in La Cenerentola, and Sandrina in un Avvertimento ai
Gelosi. She has performed with the Rossini Opera Festival, Merola Opera, Opera
Theater of St Louis and Palm Beach Opera.

C HAT w I T H U S! o (@TapestryOpera
@ www.tapestryopera.com @ TapestryOpera

o www.facebook.com/TapestryOpera Iionkedin.com/company/Tapestry-
pera




Alexander Hajek - Lucifer & various

Toronto native Baritone Alexander Hajek is currently
enjoying an international career as an opera, oratorio,
and rock star. His career has taken him to the arid
deserts of the Middle East, frozen glaciers of the
Arctic Circle and the deepest darkest rainforests of
Central America. A graduate of St Michaels Choir
School here in Toronto and Juilliard in New York, he is
currently singing Leporello and Don Carlo in
Germany. Mr. Hajek is pleased to sing with Tapestry

again.

Saye Skye - The boy & various

Saye Skye is a transgender Iranian rap artist and
LGBTQ rights activist at the forefront of a new
hip-hop movement that has its basis in social
consciousness. With astonishing originality, his
experimental raps challenge deep-rooted

stereotypes of misogyny, discrimination, and
queerphobia. Since age 13, he has been crafting songs
and poems that resonate deeply with people, using
music as a platform for communicating truth. Saye

Skye’s work is distinguished by both its mystery and

infectious energy. Using the poetic language of Farsi,
each song elicits an instant audience connection through its passion and pulse. From
its unpredictable flow and hypnotic rhythms to its evocative lyrics, Saye Skye’s work
invites listeners to question their current state of being.

Saye Skye is the first artist in Iran’s history to sing about the LGBTQ community,
their existence and their protracted struggle for freedom. In 2009, he recorded and
released his first single in Iran, Sdye Yek Zane Irani (Shadow of an Iranian Woman).
As a queer artist, he was consequently put at great risk for singing and advocating
for LGBTQ rights through his music. In 2010, Saye Skye was forced to leave his
home and seek asylum in Turkey, where he was granted refugee status, and moved
thereafter to Toronto in March 2011. Saye Skye is currently collaborating with
acclaimed German producers and singers on the release of his first EP.



Padideh Ahrarnejad - Tar

Padideh Ahrarnejad is a musician, arranger,

composer and educator. A graduate of the Tehran
Art Music School and the Art University of Tehran,
Padideh studied tar with major figures of Persian
music, including Behrouz Het mati,Hossein Alizade
and Hooshang Zarif. She received the award for best
tar player at Fadjr Music Festival in Iran several times.
Padideh has played around the world. Since
emigrating to Toronto, Canada in 2016, she has

become a member of the New Canadian Global
Music Orchestra.

Kianoush Khalilian - Ney

Kianoush Khalilian is a composer and a highly skilled
player of the ney (Persian reed flute). He began

his studies with very distinguished Iranian masters,
including Hasan Nahid in 1990 in Tehran; five years
later he ranked first in the nationwide Iranian school
competition for ney performance. Kianoush has
performed in concerts in Iran, Canada and across
Europe, and has won awards for his outstanding

teaching. He is about to publish his first book: a guide

to learning the ney.

http: //www harbourfrontcentre.com/WhatsOn/Music.cfm?id=9123&festival_id=0

Ali Massoudi - Percussion

Ali Massoudi, born in Tehran in 1973, is a skilled
percussionist who has trained under masters like Bijan
Kamkar and Farhad Andalibi. He has

collaborated with Tehran Symphony Orchestra, as
well as the Iran’s National Orchestra and various
popular traditional bands and has also performed in
several concerts in Iran, Europe, Canada, China and
Cuba. He is the author of 5 educational books for
tonbak, daf and udu.

He leads the Navaye Kimia Ensemble which has had many performances in Toronto
and has collaborated with Andalib, Shiraz and Barg ensembles in concerts in
Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal.



Afarin Mansouri - Composer

Afarin Mansouri is an award-winning composer whose
works have been performed in Canada, the United
States, England, Iran, and South America. She has
worked with many organizations and Festivals such as
You Dance National Ballet of Canada, Tirgan Festival
and Toronto Nuit Blanche. Afarin is an associate
composer of Canadian Music Centre and a national
Councilor of the Canadian League of Composers.
Also as the co-founder and Artistic Director of
Iranian-Canadian Composers of Toronto (ICQOT), as
well as director of MUSIC NEST, she has produced
numerous concerts and music workshops for adults and children in Toronto.
Currently she is at the last stages of her PhD studies at York University finishing
her research on Canadian children’s opera while teaching undergraduate courses in

music.

Donna-Michelle St. Bernard - Librettist
Donna-Michelle St. Bernard aka Belladonna the
Blest is an emcee, playwright, librettist and

agitator. Works for the stage include Cake, Sound of
the Beast, A Man A Fish, Salome’s Clothes, and Gas
Girls. Her short libretto, Oubliette, was developed
through Tapestry’s LibLab program. DM is emcee in
residence at Theatre Passe Muraille, playwright in
residence at lemonTree Creations and a vocalist with

Ergo Sum.

Michael Hidetoshi Mori - Director

Michael Hidetoshi Mori is an award-winning stage
director and the General Director of Tapestry Opera
in Toronto, Canada. In 2016, the CBC named
Michael and Tapestry Opera as one of ten artists
changing the artistic landscape of Canada. Recently,
for Rocking Horse Winner (2016), Michael won
Toronto’s Dora Mavor Moore award for outstanding
direction, with the production garnering a total of 5
awards. Recent directorial projects include Rocking
Horse Winner for Tapestry Opera, Dead Man

Walking for Fresno Grand Opera, Il Trittico for West
Bay Opera, and a new production of The Marriage of Figaro for Opera Columbus.




Jessica Derventzis - Assistant Director, Metcalf
Foundation Artistic Intern

Jessica Derventzis is a stage director from Toronto,
Ontario. Recently, she joined the Tapestry Opera
team as the Metcalf Foundation Artistic Intern for
2018. Select directing favourites include: Die
Zauberflote, La Bohéme (Opera Kelowna), The
Medium, L’Heure Espagnole (Stu&Jess Productions),
Cinderella (Calgary Opera School Tour), Dido and
Aeneas (Opera McGill), La Voix Humaine (Little
Opera on the Prairie), and Our Town (Opera Nuova,
Canadian premiere.) She has also assisted for many
internationally acclaimed directors at the major opera houses in Calgary,
Edmonton, Winnipeg, and Vancouver. Jessica is an executive member of Indie

Opera Toronto and Production Manager for Opera 5.

Michael Shannon - Co-Music Director
Canadian pianist, Michael Shannon, is quickly earning
a reputation as one of the most sought-after vocal
coaches, répétiteurs, and recital partners in a new
generation of Canadian opera professionals. A
member of the Canadian Opera Company’s music
staff and graduate of the COC Ensemble Studio, he
has served as répétiteur/continuo player and vocal
coach for over 15 COC productions. Mr. Shannon
returns for his 5th season at COC in 2017/18 as
vocal coach for The Elixir of Love, Anna Bolena, in
addition to a recital with COC perennial favourite,
soprano Keri Alkema. A proponent of new and living opera, Michael maintains a
fruitful relationship with Tapestry Opera. This season, he prepared music for

the short opera Bandits in the Valley (Roark/Tepperman), was the music director for
Opera Briefs and is back for Tap:Ex Forbidden.

Yehuda Fisher - Lighting Designer

Yehuda Fisher, Lighting Designer, excited to be
designing his first Tap:Ex show! A designer, director
and performer, Yehuda has had the pleasure of
studying and working with amazing people from all
parts of the industry. Select design credits: The Eagle
with Two Heads (Fish2Fry), Meet Cute (ENT2), 2016
Inspiral O Festival, All Shook Up (CMT), Evita (JDP),
Toronto, Mississippi (Panfish), and over a dozen TYA

productions.




Erin Gerofsky - Costume & Set Designer

Erin Frances Gerofsky is a Toronto-based set and
costume designer for film, theatre, and opera. A
relative newcomer to the opera world, Erin has
enjoyed examining Forbidden from an

emotionally driven point of view. Thank you to
Tapestry and Michael Mori for the opportunity to
play with such loaded material and to create
appropriately visceral imagery to compliment the
piece. Erin will next be designing costumes for
Provok’d Wife at George Brown Theatre School and
production designing OperaS’s yet to be announced
2018 show.

Kristin McCollum - Stage Manager

Kristin is a Toronto-based Sxztage Manager who has
worked in theatre and opera for over 18 years. She
has spent 15 seasons with the Canadian Opera
Company, where select credits include Stage
Manager for An Evening With the Ensemble Studio
2017, Assistant Stage Manager for The Elixir of Love,
Norma, Madama Butterfly, Peter Grimes,

A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Nightingale &
Other Short Fables and Die Walkure as part of the Ring
Cycle that opened the Four Seasons Centre. Select
Stage Management credits include: Seussical, Jacob

Two-Two Meets the Hooded Fang, James and the Giant Peach, Annie and A Year With

Frog and Toad (Young People’s Theatre); The Seven Deadly Sins (Toronto Symphony
Orchestra), Airline Icarus (Soundstreams); Assistant Stage Manager on Apocalypsis
(Luminato Festival), and Miss Saigon (PCLO/Dan Cap). Forbidden marks her debut

with Tapestry Opera.

Vanessa Vai - Sound Designer

Vanessa Vai is a Toronto-based live sound engineer.
Her background in creative advertising and graphic
design led her to an early career in booking and music
promotion for many of Toronto’s top venues. Since
falling in love with the technical side of show business;
she has toured North America mixing bands, worked
on countless local productions doing sound, backline,
stage and production management. Though booking is
not her full time position anymore, she still produces
a series of live music and burlesque events throughout
the city.



ABOUT TAPESTRY OPERA

Now entering its 38th season, Tapestry is the leading developer and
producer of contemporary Canadian opera. The company is a
champion of Canadian works and artists and a provocateur and
revolutionary in the opera/music theatre sphere. Tapestry continues
to innovate this season with three world premieres: Bandits in the
Valley, Tap:Ex Forbidden, and The Overcoat: A Musical Tailoring. This
past season, Tapestry’s Rocking Horse Winner was nominated for nine
Dora awards, taking home five, making it the most awarded show of
the season.
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TAPESTRY STAFF
General Director Michael Hidetoshi Mori

Executive Director Jaime Martino

Manager of Patron Engagement & Individual Giving DeeAnn Sagar
Manager of External Relations Linda Rogers
Communications and Design Associate Michelle T. Baynton
Bookkeeper Ghufran (Dan) Sallay

Patron Engagement Coordinator Jennifer Krabbe

Metcalf Foundation Artistic Intern Jessica Derventzis
Artistic Intern Yulia Kovaleva

Co-op Student Gabriela Fay

Publicity Holmes PR

Founder and Former Artistic Director Wayne Strongman CM

TAPESTRY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIR DIRECTORS
Brian Dawson Ali Kashani
Shelley Kirkbride
VICE CHAIR Richard Paradiso
Christie Matwee Jill Roussy
Susan Salek
TREASURER Chris Younkman

Jean-Francois Leclerc
HONORARY CHAIR
PAST CHAIRS Ernest Balmer

Dana Lafarga, Helen Findlay



SHAPE THE FUTURE OF OPERA

Do you love opera? Do you believe that is important for opera to evolve and
row as an art form? Join us in the creation and production of opera from
the heart of here and now.

As a partner, you have the power to bring new opera to Canadian and world
sta%es. Join Tapestry Opera at one of our Partnership Levels and enjoy
exclusive benefits that will enrich your opera-going experience. We promise
to surprise and delight you at every turn.

For more information about our customizable donor and sponsorshi
P P
programs, please contact:

* Individuals: DeeAnn Sagar - dsagar(@tapestryopera.com
+ Corporate & Foundation: Linda Rogers - Irogers(@tapestryopera.com

Tapestry is a registered not-for-profit organization with charitable status.

Our Charitable Registration Number is 11920-8619 RRO0OT.

Peter McGillivray, Asitha Tennekoon, and Keith Klassen in Rocking Horse Winner; Krisztina Szab in Tapestry Briefs. Photos by Dahlia Katz.



HEARTFELT THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS SUPPORTERS
2017-2018 SEASON SPONSOR
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Gluskin &
Sheff 0 683

HOLMES SHIWHRWAND BEAU’S

FOUNDATIONS
The Frank H. Hori 7 ' Shevchenko
Charitable Foundation J.J_l Foundation

HAL JACKMAN The Prometheus Foundation
HJF FOUNDATION Howard C. Green Memorial Fund held at

Vancouver Foundation

GOVERNMENT SUPPORT
TORONTO | FUNDED BY
ARTS THE CITYOE ONTARIO ARTS COUNCIL % Canada Council ~ Conseil des Arts
T ———— > fortheArts du Canada
COUNCIL | TORONTO un orga emement de I'Ontario.

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Nancy Agbaje, Alicia Ault, Tricia Black, Jessica Bowmer, Justine Christensen,
Katelynn Corman, Scott Corman, Alexander de Souza, Chrystal Dean, Erin Edghill,
Nima Eslaminasab, Elizabeth Greisman, Sarah Jarvis, Talya Jarvis, Louisa Julius,
Bahram Kashani, Don Kendal, Diane Lau, Robert Lowrey, Adam McNair, Jen
Neilands, Jade O'Sullivan, Lucas Penner, Katrina Potts, Jeremy Potts, Heather
Renzella-Ferguson, Doug Rogers, Amye Sagar, Patricia Tucci, Maria Vidal, Diane
Wharton, Branden Wesseling, Greg York and the Toronto Arts and Culture group.



COMING UP NEXT!

THE OVERCOAT:

A MUSICAL TAILORING
MARCH 27 - APRIL 14,2018

Music by James Rolfe
Libretto + Direction by Morris Panych :

IF CLOTHES MAKE THE MAN, 7
THEY CAN UNDO HIM. f

A co-production with A

“Canadianstagezo

6‘ b
b

vancouveropera

INTERESTED IN TICKETS OR
2-PACK SUBSCRIPTIONS?

Visit tapestryopera.yapsody.com or
contact us at (416) 537 6066.

For more information about Tapestry and
our 2017-2018 season, visit

tapestryopera.com




